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Hi, everybody, this month, we’ll have a look at 
a little-discussed subject, cables.  Let’s start 
with the simplest, the choke cable and its 
cousin, the starter cable.  Over the years, not 
many of us pay attention to these vital de-
vices.  However, because they seem trivial 
things to pay attention to, maintenance of 
these items is nonetheless important.  Being 
such a simple thing to do, lubricating these 
highly necessary pieces of equipment is im-
portant to easy starting of your car.  Moisture 
is the enemy of a sliding cable, and the best 
way to keep it happy is to periodically (maybe 
every 10 to 25 thousand miles) clean and lu-
bricate it.  This is really a simple operation. 
The plan is to disconnect the inner cable from 
the device it controls (choke linkage and/or 
starter switch).  Note the position of the trun-
nion or other connecting device and merely 
get into the cockpit and fully extract the cable 
you have chosen to maintain.  Traces of rust 
may be noticed, which of course, must be 
done away with.  The simplest way to clean 
the rust away is to use a pipe cleaner dipped 
in a bit of solvent on the end of a length of 
baling wire.  Start this assembly into the inner 
cable and work it back and forth completely 
through the inner cable, repeating the process 
with a new pipe cleaner until all signs of cor-
rosion leave the reamer clean.  Do not use co-
pious amounts of solvent on the pipe cleaners, 
as the outer cable will be penetrated by the liq-
uid and get quite oily under your dash. 
The only other way to clean the cable is to re-
move the under-dash cover, if fitted, and the 
outer cable.  This is not hard to do and may be 
the best way to proceed.  Do not mix the outer 
cables if both are removed at the same time. 
Once the outer cable is devoid of corruption, 
the inner cable must be cleaned as well. Obvi-
ously, this is a simple operation, and can be 
done quickly.  Next, the assembly must be lu-
bricated. 
Only a very slight coating of motor oil or, pref-
erably, silicone lubricant must be used for 
these applications.  Use a suitable cloth satu-
rated with oil, and draw the inner cable 

through a fold in the cloth.  When using a 
spray silicone, all that is needed is one pass 
over the length of the cable.  Then insert the 
cable into the outer one, reconnect the busi-
ness end, (reinstall your under-dash panel–if 
you removed it), and you’re all set for another 
few thousands on the clock.  Then all you 
have to do is to periodically wipe any excess 
lubricant from the exposed inner cable. 
As to the speedo and tach cables, the proce-
dure is much the same, except the difficulty in 
inner cable removal, of course, is greater.  The 
easy route is to undo the cable from the instru-
ments.  The inner cable(s) can be easily ex-
tracted.  You will usually not find rust inside the 
speedo and tach cables unless the car has 
been standing for a long time, exposed to the 
elements.  If corrosion is evident, the outer ca-
ble(s) must be removed and thoroughly dealt 
with, using about the same method as above. 
In normal cases, usually, all that is needed is 
to lubricate the inner cable(s) with either a 
generous coating of white grease or commer-
cial cable lubricant and return them to their 
housings.  Remember to always insert the in-
ner cable correctly into its instrument before 
screwing on the outer cable nut. 
That’s all for this month. Regards, Jerry 
Please address any questions, comments, or 
other correspondence to me at P.O. Box 395, 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720 or e-mail me at 
jdaustinmg@cyberhotline.com. 
This copyrighted article may not be reprinted 
and, except for personal use, may not be re-
produced in any part, without written permis-
sion from the author. 
All MG car clubs who focus on pre-1956 MG 
cars and all Vintage MG owners are encour-
aged to join our club and enjoy the many 
benefits of membership.  Please write for an 
application or visit our Web site at vinta-
gemg.com to view, print, and fill one out. 

 


